
RESOLUTION NUMBER 146 

HONORING DAMIEN D. SMITH 

 

WHEREAS, St. Louis native, Damien D. Smith is an accomplished director, producer and actor whose films 

have won awards at numerous festivals; and 

WHEREAS, Damien D. Smith has acting credits in multiple series on the FX and USA networks; and 

WHEREAS, Damien D. Smith is now using his talents to shine a light on St. Louis with his documentary 

“Target: St. Louis Vol. 1,” which was screened as part of the St. Louis International Film Festival; and  

WHEREAS, “Target: St. Louis Vol. 1” is an examination of a Cold War military experiment that took place at 

the Pruitt-Igoe housing project; and 

WHEREAS, Damien was motivated to tell this story in large part because of his grandmother, Sarah Barnes, 

who lived in the Pruitt-Igoe neighborhood; and 

WHEREAS, in this documentary, Damien tells the story of his grandmother and other former residents who 

were exposed to the covert chemical testing, including questionable radioactive matter and zinc cadmium 

sulfide in the Pruitt-Igoe homes and neighboring communities in St. Louis following World War II; and  

WHEREAS, “Target: St. Louis Vol. 1” has earned Damien a “Best Documentary Feature” win at the Urban 

World Film Festival in New York City; and  

WHEREAS, Damien hopes that those who view this film will be inspired to use their talents and skills as a 

method to shed light on environmental injustices; and  

WHEREAS, when a person has been so dedicated to using his talents to expose injustices and inspire action, it 

is appropriate for the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis and the people of St. Louis City to pause and 

take note.   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to thank Damien D. Smith for his contributions to the St. Louis community. We further direct 

the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to 

prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to him at a time and place deemed 

appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 

Introduced this 10th day of December, 2021 by: 

The Honorable Shameem Clark Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward  

 

  

 

Adopted this 10th day of December, 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 
 

 


